Chronic, inhalation exposure of rats, rabbits, and monkeys to 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene.
Three groups composed of rats, rabbits, and monkeys were exposed for 26 weeks to 1,2,4-trichlorobenzene (-TCB), and one group of each species was used as a control group. The nominal exposure concentrations of 1,2,4-TCB were 25.0, 50.0, and 100.0 ppm. Pulmonary function and operant behavior tests in monkeys, ophthalmoscopic examinations in rabbits and monkeys, and measurement of body weights and hematologic and serum biochemical determinations in all species were conducted before and during the exposure period. At termination of 1, 3, and 6 months of exposure, microscopic examination of selected rat tissues was performed. Microscopic changes were seen in the parenchymal of livers and kidneys from all groups of rats exposed to 1,2,4-TCB when sacrificed after 4 and 13 weeks of exposure, but no exposure-related abnormalities or other effects were seen after 26 weeks of exposure in any species.